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What a sight! Tens of thousands of educators, parents and students gathered in front of the State Capitol. I 

continually saw the word "Enough!” Enough with the cutting of funds, the increase of mandates, and 

excessive testing… "Enough" of the disrespect shown to educators who work so hard for "All" children… I 

am proud of the Madill Wildcat staff that traveled (at their own expense) to the Capitol to address major 

concerns in education. We want to be “consulted” and not “insulted” by the state officials who have no idea 

of the serious challenges teachers face in today’s classrooms.  

 

Schools in the state of Oklahoma have seen growth of approximately 40,000 new students since 2008-09 

while at the same time have endured cuts in State Aid by approximately $239.00 per weight student. For 

Madill this amounts to over $700,000 per year in less revenue. Because of these cuts, our district can’t 

afford to hire new teachers and elementary classes now have up to 27 students. Larger class sizes are 

detrimental to the learning process since teachers can’t provide as much individual attention.  

 

Increasing accountability through high stakes testing has increased to the point that teachers spend much of 

the year preparing students for the tests. Students are fearful of being retained or being denied a high school 

diploma. The State of Oklahoma spends over $35,000,000 each year on testing. This is money that could 

provide new technologies, classroom materials, or be used to hire more teachers! There are so many flaws 

with the testing system I couldn’t possibly list them all. Ask teachers their opinions of state testing. But 

make sure you are not in a hurry because they can tell you. They live it! 

 

Our elected officials will tell you they support education. The facts do not support that. Our state 

superintendent is not a superintendent. She is a dentist. She has no background in education. She openly 

promotes charter schools and private schools. Why would the state superintendent of public instruction 

support something other than public education?  Our governor wants to cut taxes again on the wealthiest of 

Oklahomans. Most of the people reading this will not notice it just as you probably did not notice the last 

cut. The agenda at the Capitol is not what is best for our children. Economic growth is driven by a strong 

educational system that provides opportunities for ALL children and not just the elite few.  The laws and 

policies that have been enacted are not helping the students of Madill. They are helping the wealthiest of 

Oklahomans and the only growth being stimulated is in the bank accounts of those who already have so 

much. Help us help your children.  

 

Join us in Saying, “Enough!” 

 

On a lighter note: 

 

Congratulations to Ms. Kristi Birdsong for being named Madill Public Schools Teacher of the Year! 

Each teacher selected from the individual sites was well deserving of the honor. Ms. Birdsong is an 

outstanding educator and we are very proud to have her here at Madill.  

 

Parents, especially elementary parents, need to be aware of the Reading Sufficiency Act and changes that 

came about from legislation passed last year. If a student in the third grade is not reading on grade level 

(Based on the State-Mandated, Standardized Language Arts test) that student MUST be retained save 6 

good cause exemptions. This takes the decision making of your child out of the hands of the school and out 

of the hands of you as a parent. As with many of the "Educational Reforms" our leaders have forced on us 

there are many flaws with this. But as usual, educators were not consulted. From the January 2014 "Cat's Tale" 

 

Thank you for your trust in us and your continued support. 

 

It’s a great day to be a WILDCAT! 

Yours in Education, 

 

 Mr. Tuck 


