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Dear Parents and Guardians: 

On Monday October 8, 2012 the State Department of Education is expected to release A-F Report Cards 

for schools in Oklahoma.  

The state department says: 

“These report cards are clear-cut, straight forward and fair. District representatives from across 

the state had a role in crafting the information that would be included in the report cards, including 

the calculations used to determine final grades. The State Department of Education has 

exhaustively communicated with districts on the details of these report cards for more than six 

months, providing technical assistance, training, personal consultation and a series of guides that 

are publicly available to all Oklahoma citizens. We've met with districts many times, heard their 

concerns, and answered their questions. To hold a press conference a few days before the report 

cards are set to be released is nothing more than political posturing meant to derail 

implementation.”  

I can assure you the A-F grading system is NOT transparent.  It takes a 10-page Technical Guide 

and a 28-page Report Guide with 48 different calculation tables to explain it. In fact there is little 

in the above paragraph that is accurate. A fair and accurate instrument is not only welcome, it is 

needed. At this point the A-F Report Card is not this instrument. 

I have little confidence in the state department's implementation of the A-F Report Card. In a preliminary 

report which was embargoed, we found numerous errors that made no sense. Regretfully, our efforts to 

communicate these problems to the state department were not received well. In fact when we called to 

talk about the inaccuracies of many of the measures, we were originally told they were not taking 

calls. They have been unwilling or unable to answer our questions. We submitted an appeal to the initial 

report since the information was so flawed. At this point I do not know what our status will be. 

Educators know that an assessment should be a fair and accurate measurement of learning. It 

should not be a tool for political posturing or used against those who may have a different 

opinion than we do. This should be about our children's education and their future. It is not about 

a political agenda. We are supportive of an A-F system. We are not supportive of the methods 
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and calculations used. Like many other school districts, we are confused by the measures used to 

evaluate our district and we have little confidence in the results. We are not supportive of the 

implementation and the lack of transparency exhibited in its development.  

We have been and will continue to be committed to improving the education of our students. We are 

committed to accountability and setting and maintaining high standards.  

Whatever our grades are, we will hold ourselves accountable and will continue our efforts to 

improve the educational opportunities for all students. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 Jon A. Tuck 

Superintendent 

Madill Public School 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


